SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
WONDERFUL THINGS WE SHOULD KNOW!
BUT DO YOU REALLY KNOW THEM?

It never ceases to amaze me just how very unsure so many Christians are about a great number of things in relation to their position before God, in Jesus Christ.

Surely one of the most important points on these issues is the statement made by Peter when he wrote, “You know that you have been ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without spot or blemish.” (1Pet.1:18-19)  Yet so often we hear people say they can’t break free from their pasts, the things they have grown up with, and which have become ingrained in them.  They say these are part of them, and that idea is ably supported by man’s sciences which state that these things are in our genes. 1Pet.1:18 (1)

But Jesus Christ, God’s Word to us, says, “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, you shall know the truth, and the truth will set you free!”  Again he says, “If the Son sets you free, then you’re free indeed!” Jh.8:31-32 & 36 (2)

Sadly, for many, the day-to-day experience of living seems to nullify those words.  While many preachers and teachers seem to say that going on what we personally experience can be, and very often is, very dangerous, and that instead we must rely on the Word of God as our foundation; yet when it comes to this vital question of freedom from our pasts they seem to say that their personal experience of not being free is the real measuring rod of truth.  Very strange! Luk.8:14, 2Cor.3:17, Gal.5:1 (3)

But what we can so easily overlook is that when Jesus said, “If you continue in my Word”, you will be free, he was talking about continually searching the scriptures as the believers at Beroea did; continually laying the Word up in our hearts so that we might not sin, but walk in obedience to him, which is of course true love. Acts 17:10-11 (4)

Yet so very few of us seem to do that very important thing.  Instead, we continue to voice our personal experience of failing to walk without sin, as being the only real truth, and in the process we nullify that truth and deny ourselves the right to live in it.  We don’t seem to realise that in doing this we place ourselves in the awful position of having him deny knowing us, deny that we believe him, before the Father.  We use all kinds of excuses to justify our appalling lack of real faith in his Word, as shown to us in Jesus Christ. 2Cor.5:17, Jh.14:6 ((5)

In saying that we have been ransomed, it is obvious that the Word is telling us we were held captive by those inherited ways.  But surely we must see that if the ransom was paid in full, if indeed we have been ransomed, or bought back by God, we can no longer be controlled by those old sinful ways.  Otherwise, we are forced to the conclusion that Jesus’ death on Calvary was not enough to make this salvation, this redemption, this liberty, anything more than a nice sounding theory.  If that’s so, then everything we profess to believe is a lie. Rom.6:6-23, 1Pet.3:18 (6)

Yet I, and many others, know we have been ransomed from those futile, religious ways.  We have been set free from the idea of having to earn our way to God by good works and certain religious practices.  We know that we have died with Christ to the elemental spirits; to those base desires and emotions that drive the corrupt, fallen universal creation.  We know we have been reborn of the eternal Seed of God’s Word, and have been given a new nature, a new heart, which has been created in, and is being continually renewed in, the image of its Creator, in Godlike righteousness and holiness (wholeness). 1Pet.1:18-19, 2Cor.4:16 (7)

Every moment of every day, we know that we need to be renewed in the spirit of our minds by continually living in and feeding our minds on Christ Jesus, the Word, thereby becoming his true disciples, and knowing his truth which alone can set us free continually from the futile ways of our pasts. Eph.4:22-23, Jh.8:31-36 (8)

We also know, without a shadow of doubt, and for me personally this is through bitter experience, that if we become careless or lukewarm about taking in the Word, about continually laying it up in our hearts, we will quickly become an obnoxious thing, a detestable thing, which he will have to spit out.  For me at least, that’s a very sobering and motivating thought. Rev.3:20 (9)

And we know that it is vital that our faith in his Word be continually tested, continually purified, by fiery trials, just as gold can only be purified or tested by the fiery furnace, by intense heat. Jas.1:2-3 (10)

But how do we know these things? How can we be so very sure?  Simply by believing God’s Word to be the only real truth, and by continually feeding our hearts and minds on it, thereby banking our everything on it, and on nothing else, and by speaking it’s truth into our lives, denouncing everything which doesn’t agree with it as a lie from Satan. Jh.17:7 (11)  

We leave ourselves, both the old and the new natures, with no other option, no other way to go.  And we can do all these things, and many more, simply because he said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  So we will confidently say, “The Lord is my helper,” I will not be; I refuse to be; afraid.”  Phil.4:13 (12)

BECAUSE WE’VE BELIEVED GOD’S WORD, HE HAS REVEALED THAT WORD TO US IN ALL ITS GLORY IN JESUS CHRIST!

And so we know whom we’ve believed! 2Tim.1:12 (13)

We know that no one born of God continues to sin! 1Jh.5:18 (14)  

We know that we have been reborn of God! 1Jh.5:19 (15)  

We know that we have passed from death to life! 1Jh.3:14 (16)  

We know that he hears us! Jh.5:25 (17)  

We know that we have been chosen in Christ! 1Pet.2:9 (18)  

We know that our God is working for our good in everything that happens to us! Rom.8:28 (19)  

We know our old nature has been crucified with Christ! Rom.6:6 (20)  

We know that we can crucify it daily, denying it any say or right in our lives, thereby keeping it on the cross! Gal.5:24 (21)  

We know that our sin is gone! 1Jh.1:7-9 (22)

And this despite the fact that we know that nothing good dwells in our flesh, our old nature, still active in these corrupt bodies of ours, if we give it any rights at all. Rom.7:18 (23)  

We know that we know God’s heart! Jh.14:21-23 (24)  

And we know what hour it is, what the spiritual clock is telling us! Rom.13:11 (25)
We know these things with the certainty that only the Mighty Spirit of God’s eternal Word can bring. 1Jh.2:27 (26)  

How very blessed we are to know this confidence! Heb.3:6-14 (27)
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